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man 


a shadow 

By Antony Terry 

Bonn, Saturday 

•THEXEGENDARY ” man with- 
out a shadow ”-Ht is said that 
no photograph exists of. him 
which is less than 20 years old 
—is retiring. General. Reinhard 
Gehlen, at 65/’ is : leaving the 
/post;' of chief/ of B N D , W e s t 
^Gemahy’s 1 equivalent of MI 6, 
-reputedly, the- largest; and 
•; technically:^; the best-equipped 
/••spy -organisation -outside the 
/ - CIA /and 'Russia’s .KOB^r 
Hi tier’s vformer expert -on the 
Red 'Army- has been/ under a 
^v”tem|wrary^cl6ud which has not 
;^en:tioimi)ietely; lifted even by 
hfe/dS^byefy of the date of the 
' ou tbre a k >: of . the - IsT^eli-Egypt 
■ ; %ar;;;five days before i it hap- 
-h-tfenedh;'.-;;^/^,- ■ ' 

\ T \TheVddUd 'descended when it 
• was;discoVered 'that- hisM ass ive 
- £8 v»inillio^iyear ^service; num- 
bered top-level Russi an/' agents 
/; among j^i ts^ ;;3 ,000 r era p loy e e s , 

; ?;* spjefeiXf onnersv and ^officials hit 
; has;/^s0^he v e r- reco ve red /from 
V; the \ : sluriiof^f ailing to Report in 
/4adva.p;ce%the^ building^of^ih e 



v ;;-<Ru$sU^ 

; any Communist ^geri^who kil'led 


br, : captured him.; A/number of 
attefhpts’>on his, 1 life/have been 
' m ade/ and / <th e- ’Russ tans also 
:• to v ltare him from 

'' •duty ;thrd'iigh , «attractive girls. 
> ; Hje7hi^ the 

' ^dfld^his ; mMh f 3rltish bureaux, 

; : flcdbrditife 'to . a map . som e yeary 
ago, /were, ini London -and Bull: 


Gehlen was chief of HltljfTs 
military espionage in R\£sia 
as the war ended. He and 
his friend and successor, 54-year- 
’ old Lieutenant-General Gerhard 
Wessel, were by then plan- 
ning the switchover which 
was to put them at the head of 
their country's intelligence net- 
work once Hitler was .gone. 

, Gehlen hid with his group 
. near Lake Schlier in Bavaria 
until the Americans arrived; 
and then calmly handed tfiem 
the plans of Germany’s entire 
military and spy network in 
Eastern Europe. 

He accepted: the Americans* 

offer of a job, with abudget of 
$3,5 million a year, -on toee- 
conditions: that his espionage 
organisation should 'never: ^ 
used against Germany,-^ that. it\ 
should employ only . GerrtiairfSf. 
and that it should wtfrkXor the 
Americans only until West Ger- 
many again . became:. .indepen- 
dent The Americans agreed. 

Later, he set up hundreds 
of 1 phoney commercial firms 
wherever . he needed an espion- : 
age bureau;. fBut/even - by . the 
1950s the’ Russians - were worm- 
ing their Informers into 'the 
network. 

When the Americans handed 


back Gehlen and .his^spies to 
the West Germans he^ kept close 
ties wi th v the r C I A ;V ari d th e 
Pentagon. But his reputation 
with the present West German 
Chancellor. ..suffers under Dr 
KiesingerV' general scepticism 
against anything he is told, by * 
:the ” spooks 7 until it :is con- 
firmed, /and thq. Socialists’ now 
.■ in the Government resent 
Gehlert’s refusal to put theni-on 
his secret; mailing list when 
they were in 'opposition. : :: f ■ 
Geh'len’s reccnt>.'intelligence 
information presents , a reso- 
lutely gloomy picture of Soviet 
intentions. 

. The, dapper .General; Wessel, 
who. during his four-year stay In 
Washington, learnt hew impor- 
tant the, public . iraaite/. of, a 
n a tion al r rate 

; tlon can be Art/g^ fling , theiear 
• *' : a 'bY^e v ^V«rhifilBmThf^1^ 

^easily than. .Jli/ rather self- 
^fghtebUac'pi’iMrw^ • '••? y ■. 


; * 


(■} r.-’.f?' 
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